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on dry or decaying vegetable matter. Pyralis farinalis is a
cosmopolitan insect which is a minor household pest, feeding
on flour, oatmeal, and similar substances.

OENEODIDJE (Alucitidce).
The   fore-wing   divided   into   six   distinct   plumes.

This family consists of about sixty species only, which are
nearly all placed in the genus Orneodes. They are, however,
widely distributed throughout the world. There is one British
species, Orneodes hexadactyla.

The moths are of small to moderate size, and are easily
recognizable by the division of both fore- and hind-wings into
six plumes. The antennae are of moderate length and are
very slightly ciliate in the male: the proboscis is well
developed. The moths fly at dusk, and are attracted to
light. The larvae are almost smooth, with few hairs and
five pairs of sucker feet. They feed openly on the food-plant,
many species consuming flower-buds. Pupation takes place
in a silken cocoon. The British species passes the winter as
an imago.

The family has no economic importance.

PTEROPHORIDJE.

Plume moths.

Fore-wings narrow and divided into two, three, or four
narrow lobes ; hind-wings of one, two, or three lobes.
This family includes a fair number of species, and is widely
distributed both in temperate and in tropical regions : nowhere,
however, is it very conspicuous. There are thirty-one British
species. The moths are small and slender, with long narrow
wings, which, except in the genus Agdistis, are divided up into
a number of plumes. The proboscis is well developed and
the maxillary palpi are absent. The antennae are of moderate
length, slightly ciliate in the male. The legs are long and
extremely slender, with conspicuous spurs. The colours are
usually pale, buff, brown or greyish white being the commonest,